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PATHWEST — PUBLIC SECTOR COMMISSION REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.45 pm]: I rise to inform members of the house of the 
completion of the Public Sector Commission’s “Review of the PathWest Forensic Biology Department”. The 
review was initiated by the director general of Health in May 2017, following the detection of an error in the 
reporting of a 2004 DNA profile matching case relating to Mr Alan Staines. Given the significant public 
commentary on this issue, I table the review today in the interests of transparency. It is important to reassure the 
public of the ability of PathWest and its forensic biology department to deliver high-quality forensic services for 
the state. 
I am pleased to advise the house that the PSC review contains positive findings on the forensic biology department. 
In particular, no additional identification errors were found. The original error was not due to a scientific error; it 
arose from the incorrect retrieval of a physical file and the error was promptly disclosed as soon as possible after 
it was detected. 
To further improve governance around case identification, the review made three recommendations: to upgrade 
the state DNA database to differentiate between database hit reports and database hit links; staff training on case 
record review requirements; and to highlight manual actions as high risks and remove where possible. These 
findings and recommendations align with those of the recent Ross inquiry and are welcomed by the forensic 
biology department. 
The PSC review assessed a statistically significant sample size of 448 database hit reports covering the period 
2002–2017, and the findings validated the internal audit originally undertaken by the North Metropolitan Health 
Service. The review shows compliance with protocols and procedures, and that significant changes have already 
been implemented, reducing the likelihood of a similar error. The findings also show that PathWest was proactive 
in reviewing annually its key policies and procedures, and that it was also independently assessed annually by the 
National Association of Testing Authorities, ensuring compliance with industry standards. 
I would like to thank the Public Sector Commission for its review and I will now take the time to consider the 
recommendations with my ministerial colleagues. I would also like to join the Attorney General in extending my 
apologies to Mr Alan Staines for the mistake made in this matter. I now table the report. 
[See paper 966.] 
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